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Insurance, . 


INVESTIGATION OF PRESCRIBING. 


Ir will be remembered that Article 37 of the Medical 
Benefit Regulations is concerned with investigations into 
excessive prescribing, and applies to England and Wales 
only. The Article, in the form in which it has appeared 
since 1924, has never yet been put into force, because the 
Ministry of Health in February of that year intimated 
that it had decided to carry out a systematic investigation 
of prescribing throughout the country, ard that pending 
the conclusion of this the powers of the Minister of bringing 
appropriate cases to the notice of Pane] Committees would 
not be exercised, The Ministry has now issued a circular 
letter, dated August 19th, informing Panel Committees and 
Insurance Committees that ‘‘ the general inquiry has 
reached a point at which it is no longer considered necessary 
to abstain from carrying out, in suitable cases, the pro- 
cedure prescribed in Article 37.’’ It is therefore important 
that Panel Committees and individual insurance practi- 
tioners should make themsglves familiar with that Article, 
The general position is described in the following para- 
graphs quoted from a document circulated by the Ministry, 
headed ‘‘ Extract from the Instructions issued to the 
Regional Medical Staff.”’ 


3. Under the new Regulations it rests ordinarily with the 

inistry to carry out the initial investigation, and to bring to 
the notice of the Panel Committee cases in which it appears, 
prima facie, thatthe prescribing has been extravagant. But, 
where the Panel Committee apply and the Minister approves, the 
Panel Committee may carry out the work of preliminary 
investigation. 

4. Except in cases in which the Panel Committee have been 
authorized to make ihe preliminary investigation, their function 
Is now confined to that of deciding, in cases brought to their 
notice by the Minister, whether the practitioner’s orders for drugs 
and appliances have exceeded what was reasonably necessary for 
adequate treatment—in a word, whether he has Loom “* extrava- 
gant.’’ Where they so find, they inform the Insurance Committee, 
the practitioner, and the Minister of their decision, and add any 
considerations which they think should be taken into account in 
reference to the question of en remuneration. The 
enema d is entitled to appeal against the Panel Committee's 

dings that he has been extravagant, and any such appeal is 
decided by three persons, not being officers of the Ministry, 
age ae y the Minister (sce Article 37 (5)). The Minister ma 
also, if dissatisfied with the Panel Committee’s decision, hi 
refer the matter for decision by persons so appointed. It will 
be ohgerved, therefore, that under the present conditions the 
decisign as to whether a practitioner has — extravagant rests 
in no.case with the Insurance Committee or the Minister. The 
decision is made first by the Panel Committee, and in. case cf 
me by an independent tribunal. 

. Where ib bas been decided by the Panel Commitiee, or on 


appeal, that the practitioner has been extravagant, the Insurance 
Committee have duty of recommending what amount, if any, 
should be withheld from the remuneration of the practitioner. 
The decision as to the amount to be withheld rests with the 
Minister, and the practitioner is given, by Article 37 (7), the right 
to ~~" written or oral representations before the decision is 
arrived at. 


The instruetions issued to the Regional Medical Staff 
with regard to their conduct of these preliminary investiga- 
tions appear to be reasonable and to afford any practitioner 
whose prescriptions may be the subject of inquiry a full 
‘* opportunity of giving in a personal interview at his own 
house or other place convenient to him any explanation as 
to the nature of the cases treated and other relevant facts 
which may show that the prescriptions in question we 
reasonably necessary.’’ 

With regard to what it is hoped will in the new circum- 
stances be the very exceptional cases in which the Panel 
Committee will seek the authorization of the Ministry to 
conduct the preliminary investigation itself instead of 
leaving it to the Ministry, who would then refer appro- 
priate cases to the Panel Committee for detailed investi- 
gation and report, the letter proceeds: 

After the issue of the Circular of the 29th February, 1924, a 
certain number of Panel Committees applied to the Minister that 
they should themselves be allowed to pn out the preliminary 
investigations. Consideration of these applications was deferred 
—— the completion of the general survey, and there is reason 
or supposing that some of these Committees may no longer desire 
to undertake these investigations. The Minister will now be 
prepared to consider any such application from Panel Committees 
who intimate that this is still their wish. It must, however, be 
understood that the Minister cannot accede to such an appiication 
unless he is satisfied as to the adequacy of the arrangements pro- 
posed to be made by the Committee for conducting the investiga- 
tions. A scheme of investigation proposed by a Panel Committee 
could not be acce unless it afforded a prospect that the in- 
formation to be obtained thereby would be comparable in detail 
and completeness to that afforded by the investigations made by 
the Regional Medical Staff. In considering schemes submitted by 
Panel Committees, account will be taken : 

(a) of the ae of practitioners whose prescribing 
would, under the Committee’s scheme, be brought systematically 


under review ; 

(b) of the extent of the particulars pro to be obtained 
from the Pricing Bureau and examined those responsibix 
on behalf of the Panel Committee; and 

(c) of the opportunities proposed to be afforded to the i- 
{ioners concerned of explaining, in a personal interview at their 
own house or other place convenient to them, to a representa- 
_tive or representatives of the Panel Committee, an relevant 
facts throwing light on costs which might otherwise have been 


regarded as excessive. 
[1155] 
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Sunpees Lieutenants C. Godfrey to the Ark Royal; A H. Harkins to 
the Broke. 

Mr. A. A. Pomfret and Mr. C. M. Williams have re-entered as 


— n Lieutenant Commanders (permanent list) and appointed to the 
embroke for R.N. Bar temporary, supernumerary. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Wing Commander. W. Tyrrell, D.S.0., M.C., to R.A.F. Depot, Uxbridge, 
sn transfer to Home Establishment. 
Flying Officers L. Freeman and J. 0. Priestley to R.A.F. Depot, 
Uxbridge ; J. Twohill to Marine Aircraft Experimental Establishment, 
elixstowe. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Lieut.-Colonel F. F. Elwes, ©.1.E., to be Honorary Surgeon on the 
personal staff of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General. 
‘The services of Major V. R. Mirajkar are placed temporarily at the 
dis 1 of the Government of the Punjab. 
aptain B. Sahai appointed Executive Officer, Lahore Cantonment, in 
addition to his ordinary duties, July Ist, 1926, vice Major A. A. F. C. H. 
Dawson, granted leave. 
REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
ARMy MepicaL Corps. 


Lieut.-Colonel W. A. Woodside, D.S.0., having attained tl limit 
liability to recall, ceases to belong to the R & imit of 


YAL AkMY MEDICAL Corps. 
Lieutenant E. R. Woodroofe to be Captain (prov.). 
a Cc. C. P. Anning is seconded under paragraph 137 T. A. 
‘o be Lieutenants: J. W. Murdoch, with i 
18th, Morgan Ww precedence as from April 
eneral Hosp .—Major W H. P. Hey resigns his commissi 
retains his rank, with permission to the 


VACANCIES. 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND Hospitan ror DISEASES OF THE N — 
House-Physician. Salary at the rate of £70 per a" 7 
Bootte BorouGH HospitaL.—({1) Senior Medical Officer. (2) Two Junior 
Maton Brain Males. Salary for (1) £150, and for (2) £125 per 

BraprorD City.—House-Physicinns and House-Surgeo 

St. Luke's. Salary £200 per 
RIGHTON : New Sussex Hosprrat.— i 

,BristoL GENeRAL HospitaL.—(1) Two House-Physicians. (2 
Surgeon. (3) Resident ric Officer. (4) te Special 
Departmen (5) Casualty Hcuse-Surgeon. Salary at the ra of 

per annum, rising to £100 if reappointed. 


Surgeons; (3) House-Surgeon to Ear, Nose, and Throat Department : 
se (6) Casualty House- 


atiwaa. to the Professor of Surgery. Salary 

Hospital. Salary £100 per annum. 
“Fark, Tuberculosis’ Officer. Salary the” 

unty Medical Officer of Health. 

Physician. Salary: at the rate of 
a Eye Hospitat.—Junior House-Surgeon. Salary £120 

partment. Salary for (1) 2nd (2) at the rate of £100 per annum. 

ORTHOPAEDIC Hospitat, Great. Portland Street, W.1.— 
Sr, Manr's W2—Aasistant Medical Oficer in Chores 

n Charge of X-ray 
SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY.—Assistant Bacte:iologist. 
TAUNTON RuRA INCIL.—- 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association, at their Office, Tavistock Square, in the Parish of St. Pancras, in the County of London. 


GENERAL HospitaL, Harlesden Road, N.W.10.—Casualty Officer 


(male). Salary at the rate of £120 per annum 


WOLVERHAMPTON AND STAFFORDSHIRE HosPitaL.—House-Surgeon. Salary at 


the rate of £150 per annum. 


Worcester GENERAL INFIRMARY.—Junior Resident Medical Officer. Salary 


£120 per annum. 


announced: Burntisland (Fifeshire); Tibshelf (Derbys! 
tions to the Chief Inspector of Factories, Home Office, 


Certiryinc Factory SurGeons.—The following vacant are 
1 


re). Applica- 


This list of vacancics is compiled from our advertisement columns, 


where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this 
column advertisements must be received not later than the first 


post on Tuesday morning. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Date, W. Adlington, M.B., B.S.Lond., Honorary Medical Officer to the 


Exeter Dispensary. 


Jones, D. W., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Medical Referee under the Workmen's 


Compensation Act for the County Courts of Pocklington, Selby (Circuit 
No. 15), and Beverley, Bridlington, Goole, Great Driffield, Howden, 
Kingston-upon-He# (Circuit No. 16), vice G. B. Nicholson, M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P., resigned. 

West, B. A., M.D., Certifying Factory Surgeon. for the Epperstone 
District, co. Nottingham. 

ABERDEEN ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Junior Assistant Surgeon (attached to the 
wards of the Senior Surgeon): G. Gordon Bruce, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S. 
Junior Assistant Surgeon (for duty in Ophthalmic Department): 
D. Hardie, M.C., M.B., Ch.B.Glas., D.0.Oxon. Clinical Chemist: 
Alexander Lyell, M.D.Aberd., M.R.C.P.Lond. 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 
FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND Post-GRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.— 
Queen's Hospital for Children, Hackney Road, Bethnal Green, E.2.: 
Course in Diseases of Children. Lectures and demonstrations all day, 
and work available in all departments Queen Mary's Hospital, 
Stratford, E.: Course icv Medicine, Surgery, and the Specialties. 


Lectures and demonstrations daily for two weeks; rations. Copies. — 


of all syllabuses, the Post-Graduate Journal, and of the see course 
eos obtainable from the Secretary of the Fellowship, 1, 
Yimpole Street, W.1. 

Post-GrapvaTe Hostet, Imperial Hotel, Russell Square, W.C.1.—Tues., 
9 p.m., When not to Operate for Hernia; Thurs., 9 p.m., The Treat- 
ment of Acute Appendicitis, 

Guiscow Post-GrapuaTe MepicaL AssociaTion.—At Victoria Infirmary : 
Daily, 9.30 a.m, Clinical Medicine; 10.45 a.m., Clinical Surgery. 
Tues. and Thurs., 4.15 aq Skin Diseases. At Royal Maternity 
Ifospital ; Mon., Wed., and Fri., 2 p.m., Obstetrics. At 7 Infirmary : 
Mon., Wed., and Fri., 9.15 a.m., Anaesthetics. At r, Nose and . 
Throat Hospital: Tues. and Thurs., 2.15 p.m., Diseases of the Ear, 
Nose, and Throat. At Royal Samaritan ospital: Mon., Wed., and 
Fri., 4 p.m., gery At Western Infirmary: Tues. and Thurs., 
4 p.m., Radiology. At Ruchill Fever Hospital: Sat., 10 a.m., Tuber- 
culosis and Infectious Fevers. 


British Medical Association. 
OFFICES, BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE, 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1. 


Departments. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Business 
Manager. Telegrams: Articulate Westcent, London). 
Mepica Secretary (Telegrams: Medisecra Westcent, London). 
eae vo British Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology Westcent, 
ndon), 

Telephone numbers of British Medical Associaticn and British Medical 
Journal, Museum 9861, 9862, 9865. and 9864 (internal exchange, 
four lines). 

ScorrisH Mepica Secretary : 6, Gardens, Edinburgh. (Tele- 
grams: Associate, Edinburgh Tel. : 1 Central.) 

IrnisH MEDICAL SecreTaRY: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele 
grams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel. : 4737 Dublin.) 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 

The charge for inserting announcement of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTHS. 

Fraxcis.—On August 4th, 1926, at Lauriston House, Hereford, to Mi 
wife of Cyril Francis, M.D., B.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S.Eng., 
a son. 

SHirp.—At the Nursing Home, Bedford, on July 28th, 1926, to Nina, the 
wife of C. G. Kay Sharp, M.D., 42, Harpur Street, Bedford—a 
daughter. 

MARRIAGE, 

Rauw—Cores.—On August 14th, at St. Paul’s Church, Camden Square: 
London, N.W., by the Rev. A. F. W. Thomas, M.A., J. A. A. Rail, 
M.B., B.S., of 207, Camden Road, London, N.W.1, to Ethel, daughtet 
of G. H. Coles, Esq. 

DEATHS. 

Garry.—On August 7th, at his residence, 42, Durning Road, Liverpool, | 
in his 62nd year, Dr. William Alfred MacMahon Garry, dearly lov 
husband of ‘Alice MacMahon Garry. R.LP. Interred at Allertom 
Cemetery, August 11th. ; 

Harris.—At Frome, on August 12th, Andrew Harris, M.B.E., F.R.C.S.L, 
aged 63 years. 

Rvssett.—At Dunaluin, Grantown-on-Spey, on August 10th, John Russell, 
0.B.E., .A.. M.B., C.M, late of Bleak Hill House, Burslem, ~ 
Staffordshire, a 
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columns. Here was to be seen a very small earpiece, no 
larger than a shilling, and eliminating the necessity of 
lorgnette, headband, or tube. The capacity of a new small 
microphone, the size of a florin, to collect sounds at wide 
ranges and at all angles was demonstrated. There was also 
on view a special stethoscope for medical men who are 
‘‘hard of hearing.’’? Other aids for the deaf, electrical and 
non-electrical, were shown by Arnold and Sons (John Beil 
aud Croyden, Limited), whose surgical exhibit has been 
already noticed. 
OrrHopaEpiIc APPLIANCES. 

A large range of abdominal belts and supports, trusses, 
corsets, and elastic hosiery appeared at the stand of H. E. 
Curtis and Son, Limited. The principal device was an 
abdominal support, of which a tropical form, claimed to be 
the lightest and most hygienic support on the market, was 
also shown. Another adaptation was for cases of colostomy, 
designed to afford a general abdominal lift. 

Alexander and Fowler, of Liverpool, exhibited the ‘‘ Con- 
stanta truss,’’ designed to eliminate back and side-to-side 
pressure. It conforms closely to a mechanical adaptation 
of the human hand in its application to the control of 
‘inguinal hernia. 

Artificial limbs were shown by C. A. Blatchford and Sons, 
Limited. With the newest ‘‘ Blatchford leg ’’ no harness 
or suspension of any kind is required. Its use was demon- 
strated by actual wearers during the exhibition. The limb 
as usually supplied contains a duralumin shin and a wood 
thigh, and is very light in weight. 

Another comprehensive display of artificial limbs was that 
of Pedestros, Limited; it included light metal artificial 
arms and legs made on the ‘‘ Desoutter ’’ patents. Limbs 
were shown to meet the requirements of various amputa- 
tions, and were really amazing examples of ingenuity. 


Hospitat Furniture, 

_ Every year sees some improvement in ‘hospital beds. 
Hoskins and Sewell, Limited, of Bordesley, showed a new 
castor-pad fitting which enabled a bed to be either wheeled 
on ball-bearing rubber-tyred castors or to stand steady on 
four rubber pads. The adjustment was simple, and the 
action could be applied to either the head or the foot end, 
or both. Another device shown for the first time was an 
invalid pan bedstead for bedridden cases, or for cases in 
which it was desirable that as little movement as possible 
should be made. Yet another useful contrivance was a 
folding screen, all welded, without screws or nuts. 

Whitfields Bedsteads, Limited, of Bordesley, showed a 
number of ‘‘ Lawson Tait ’’ beds and cots, the principal 
being a ‘‘ heart ’’ bedstead specially designed for University 
College Hospital. Another example was a double wheeling 
hedstead fitted with four castors in all, and wood-block 
feet at the foot end, so that it stood rigid both when ina 
wheeling position and when Ict down on its wood-block feet, 
and had no tendency to sway from side to side. 


Apparatus For Ligut anp Heat TreatMenr. 

The Dowsing Radiant Heat Company, Limited, showed 
their radiant-heat baths, which include means of treating 
the whole body at once, as well as for treating a limb or 
making some still more local application. The firm also 
this year exhibited a number of carbon-arc and mercury- 
vapour lamps for ultra-violet treatment, and a special 
tungsten lamp to serve as a less powerful ultra-violet 
source. The various radiators, sterilizers, bed-warmers, 
and kettles showed how manifold are the uses of heat as 
an accessory to medicine. 

A portable and automatic carbon-are lamp, of French 
invention, in which the core of the carbon is composed of 
some twenty different metals, was the special exhibit at 
the stand of Ajax, Limited. It proved to be a very light 
and compact lamp, and it was stated that it could be used 
on any ordinary house circuit. There were also non- 
portable types, and a range of mercury-vapour apparatus 
for various treatments, individual and collective. 

The water-cooled Kromayer lamp was shown by the 
British Hanovia Quartz Lamp Company, Limited, of 
Slough. It is designed for the intensive treatment of small 
areas, for compression treatment, and, by means of special 


applicators, for applications in orifices. The firm also 


showed their ‘‘ alpine sun ”’ lamps, used chiefly for general 
irradiation. The ‘ Jesionek’’- lamp, in stand and su3- 
pension patterns, is a lamp which sends out its rays hori- 
zontally and distributes the light in a way to imitate 
diffused sunlight. Various accessories, including a dosi- 
meter to gauge the ultra-violet output of a lamp, completed 
a very successful exhibit. — 

A display of British-made ultra-violet radiation apparatus 
was made by Gray and Selby, of Nottingham, together 
with instruments for use in general surgery, and by the 
Holborn Surgical Instrument Company, Limited, and S. 
Guiterman and Company, Limited, whose exhibits have 
already been noticed in other connexions, 


3 LIGATURES, DressiNGs, ETC. 
Tubes of sterile catgut were shown by Cuxson, Gerrard 


and Company, Limited, of Oldbury, near Birmingham. 


These ligatures are prepared in a specially equipped iabora- 
tory under the supervision of a bacteriological chemist, 
and are, it was stated, sterilized by three separate pro- 
cesses, in order to make assurance trebly sure as to their 
absolute freedom from organisms. The firm also exhibited 
an assortment of surgical and medical plasters. 

The plasters and dressings known -by the name of 
‘* Seabury ’’ were shown by Fassett and Johnson, Limited. 
The exhibit included a pliable, self-adhesive plaster, spread 
on strong cotton cloth, and convenient for immediate use ; 
a cotton with special absorbent properties; plasters spread 
with various medications, and a range of surgical ligatures, 
fumigators, and medicated soaps. 

That material ‘‘ antiphlogistine,’”? an antiseptic poultice 
for inflammatory and congested conditions, had a stand 
to itself, as had also ‘‘ thermogene,’’ a prepared cotton- 
wool. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Among toilet preparations, ‘‘ pepsodent,’’ a mildly acid 
dentifrice, and the “ kolynos’’ dental creams, each had 
a stand, while sanitary tooth pastes, shaving soaps, and 
skin lotions were shown at another stand by Parke, Davis 
and Company. 

(T'o be continued.) 


Association Aotices. 


VACANCY ON CENTRAL COUNCIL, 
NoTICE is hereby given that the vacancy on the Central 
Council, caused by the death of Lieut.-Colonel J. W. F. Rait, 
has been filled by the election, unopposed, of Dr. J. Dodd 
Price, Blackheath, who will represent the Indian Group of 
Branches for the remainder of the late Licut.-Colonel Rait's 
unexpired term of office—namely, the session 1926-27. > 


ALFRED Cox, 
Medical Secretary. 


August 13th, 1926. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 

Care or Goon Hore (Western) Brancn.—A case night arranged 
by Mr. T. Lindsay Sandes and Dr. G. B. Wilkinson will be held 
at 35, Wale Street, Capetown, on Friday, September 24th, at 8 p.m. 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions. 


Borper Counties Brinch: Dumrries Gattoway Division. 

WELL aitended meeting of the Dumfries and Galloway Division 
a held in the King’s y eo Hotel, Stranraer, on August 19th, 
when Dr. Murray B. Stevart presided. After the routine business 
Dr. F. A. Ayperson, M.C., read an instructive paper on rat-bite 
fever, illustrated by two recent cases under his care. He also 
introduced a discussion on appendicitis, and a lively debate followed. 
Dr. Georce R. Livingston read a paper on gall stones, which 
he illustrated by cases and specimens; he also exhibited specimens 
of semilunar cartilages removed from Major Forsyrn, 
I.M.S., showed some interesting pathological specimens, his graphic 
description of which greatly impressed the meeting. Dr. Cromis 
briefly described the methods of payment to panel doctors who 
dispensed their own drugs and appliances, contrasting the Scottish 
and the English methods. After discussion it was unanimously 
agreed that the secretary should write to the Scottish Committee 
urging it to press for the adoption of the English method. The 
following took part in the various discussions: Drs. Murray B. 
Srevakrt, Anpersoy, Rosson, Harpen, 

Sersy, MacVea, an ROMIE. 

py ney & members dined together, and toasts and votes of 
thanks brought to a conclusion a most successful and enjoyable 
meetins 
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Having regard to the demands which the proper execution. of 
this work must necessarily make upon the time of Panel Com- 
mittees, and having ard also to the fact that those members 
of Panel Committees who take part in the preliminary investiga- 
tion will not be able to sit with the Panel Committee when 
it considers cases in its judicial capacity, the Minister appreciates 
that Panel Committees who previously applied may, upon further 
consideration of the matter, no longer desire to undertake this 
work. He will not therefore proceed with the consideration of 
the applications received in 1924 except in the case of those 
Committees who intimate that they still wish to make themselves 
responsible for the preliminary investigations, and submit schemes 
in which due provision is made for complying with the require- 
ments .(a), (>) and (c) stated in the preceding paragraphs. . 

ere St investigations are made by members of the 
ional Medical Staff arrangements will be made, as agrecd 
with the Insurance Acts Committee in 1924, for the presence at 
an interview with a whose is in question, 
of a member of the Panel Committee appointed by them for the 
purpose, if the Committee so desire. Notice of the names of 
members of Panel Committees appointed to act in this capacity 
should be sent to the Ministry as sopn as is practicable. Several 
Panel Committees in 1924 intimated that they wished their 
representatives to be present on those occasions only on which 
the practitioner concerned so desired. This will probably be 
regarded by Panel Committees generally as a proper condition, 


and the Minister will be prepared to give instructions that the 


wishes of the practitioner should be ascertained in each case 
before definite arrangements for the interview are made. 


THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION. 
(Continued from page 134.) 
SurGicat INstRUMENTS AND APPLIANCES. 
Tue surgical side of the exhibition, comprising about 
twelve stands devoted to surgical requisites, was as complete 
as usual. Down Brothers, Limited, placed in the middle 
of their stand their operation table with an oil-pressure 
pump for raising and lowering, and with various recent 
improvements; it was surrounded by a very large selection 


_of instruments. Two or three patterns of apparatus for 


intratracheal anaesthesia were included, one of them of a 
-new portable type, which was demonstrated at one of the 
sectional meetings. Other exhibits of interest were a 
saline infusion apparatus, with a specially strong vacuum 
flask, and new instruments for cleft palate and hare-lip 
operations. A large selection of the instruments were in 
stainless steel. 

Apparatus for diathermy was to be seen at the stand of 
the Genito-Urinary Manufacturing Company, Limited, and 
included more than one type of diathermy cystoscope, some 
oesophageal diathermy electrodes, and a large model of a 
diathermy machine designed for both surgical and medical 
applications ; it-seemed easy to manipulate, and was stated 
to yield an output up to the highest required. The firm 
showed a large number of instruments for examinations 
and operations on the bladder and kidney, including a new 
model of a bladder retractor. The firm also showed a new 
drainage tube and other instruments by Eynard of Paris, 
for whom they are agents. 

A pedestal operation table on an oil-pump base, recently 
mude to suggestions by surgeons on the staff of the Cancer 
Hospital, London, was shown by Arnold and Sons (John 
Bell and Croyden, Limited). At this stand also were cysto- 
scopes and cysto-urethroscopes in which the illuminating 
system had been adapted to give a “ daylight” view of 
the object examined. Other interesting exhibits were an 
instrument sterilizer, with a special regulating device to 
cut off the clectrical current automatically should the 
sterilizer be allowed to boil dry, and a high-pressure steam 
and vacuum sterilizer for dressings, with a radial arm 
wheel-door. 

Among the surgical exhibits of Allen and Hanburys, 
Limited, was the ‘‘ St. Bartholomew’s ”’ operation table; 
it is now mounted on ball-bearing wheels, which are packed 
in grease, waterproof and dustproof, and guaranteed not 
to require attention for ten years. Other apparatus 


_ineluded two types of intratracheal ether-mixing apparatus. 


Demonstrations were given of cystoscopes fitted with the 
Zeiss optical system, and including one new examination 
cystoscope, with large field, for viewing both ureteric orifices 
at the same time. 

At the stand of Mayer and Phelps an interesting exhibit 
was a clinical lamp designed for bedside use in the new 
obstetric wing of University College Hospital. It was on 


a stand readily movable from bed to bed, and could not 
only be raised and lowered as required, but by means of a 
universal joint could project the beam in any direction. 
It could also be lifted from the socket and used as a hand 
lamp. The firm showed their ‘‘ Empire ’’ operation tab!e, 
together with a chair for operation work in the upright 
position. 


A combined instrument cabinet and dressing table was — 


shown by the Surgical Manufacturing Company, Limited, 
which exhibited also the ‘‘ Barton ’’ sphygmomanometer, 
various ophthalmoscopes and other examination instru- 
ments, midwifery cases, aud practitioners’ outfits of various 
kinds. 

More “ daylight ’’ surgical lamps were exhibited by the 
Holborn Surgical Instrument Company, Limited—lamps 
giving a white light through specially selected glass. Other 
exhibits on a stand of much interest and variety included 
the ‘‘Minop” knife with detachable blades, a new 
sphygmomanometer with unspillable tube and wide mercury 
column, and the latest designs in electrodes for diathermy 
treatment. A large assortment of the instruments were in 
stainless steel. 

The ingenuity with which instrument making for the 
more special purposes of surgery can be carried was 
exemplified by John Weiss and Son, Limited, with their 
apparatus for lymphangioplasty, and their several sorts of 
forceps, clamps, thimbles, enucleators, gouges, and _need:es 
for many different surgical procedures. The exhibit in- 
cluded special instruments for orthopaedic purposes, as well 
as lamps for the consulting room and other instruments for 
use in diagnosis, 

A selection of surgical instruments manufactured from 
high quality Swedish steel by Stille of Stockholm was 
shown by the British agents, Ogilvie and Company of 
London. The latest model of the Stille operation table, 
with oil-pump elevator, was available for inspection, and 
special attention was’ again drawn to instruments in 


stainless steel. 


APPARATUS. 

In addition to the ophthalmoscopes which were shown at 
the stands of general surgical apparatus, two stands were 
devoted entirely to the requirements of the ophthalmo- 
logist. Messrs. Theodore Hamblin, Limited, showed their 
perimeter and scotometer, with some recent improvements, 
also a new ophthalmic bracket, designed to give rigidity 
with ease of adjustment, and a test-type cabinet, enabling 
a large number of types to be used with ease and rapidity, 
and having approximately twice the capacity of the usual 
four-sided revolving box. Another interesting exhibit was 
a series of stereoscopic pictures, with the idea of giving a 
child something more interesting than the usual geometrical 
devices during examinations. ,Various patterns of oph- 
thalmoscopes were shown, and attention was drawn to their 
smoothness of movement and delicacy of adjustment. 

In the forefront of the exhibit of Rayner and Keeler, 
Limited, was the Edridge-Green colour-perception lantern, 
now used largely by shipping and railway companies; also 
a triple-beam operating lamp, used in the Royal London 
Ophthalmic Hospital. The ‘‘ Moorfields”? hand and ward 
lamp for ophthalmic work was another exhibit, and there 
was on view a registering perimeter with “ daylight ” 
illuminant, and the instrument for recording light minimum 
and light difference which was the subject of an article 
in these pages by Dr. Wallace Henry in August, 1925. 
Protection goggles and masks for use in ‘ artificial sun- 
light treatment, and various spectacles and eyeglasses 
were also shown. 

AcousticaL APPARATUS. 

The ‘ multiple acousticon,” which is nowadays frequently 
seen at large assemblies, was demonstrated by General 
Acoustics, Limited, together with the aids for the deaf— 
electrical and non-electrical. The various types of instrue 
ments included a small box-form, which a medical mam 
could keep on his consulting table in order to talk to @ 
deaf patient. Not only is the tone. with these instruments 
very good and pure, but—what is also important ‘to a 
sensitive deaf person—they are inconspicuous. 

Mr. R.H. Dent showed the latest models of his ‘‘ Ardent@® 


Acoustique,’”’ which has been already described in these~ 
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